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“…sometimes five trainloads per day… [arrived at Auschwitz].  Constantly, people from the 

heart of Europe were disappearing, and they were arriving to the same place with the same 

ignorance of the fate of the previous transport. And the people in this mass…I knew that within a 

couple of hours…ninety percent would be gassed.” — Rudolf Vrba, Auschwitz labourer from 

August 1942 to June 1943 

…entire trainloads were sent straight to the gas chambers. At Auschwitz…the majority were 

marched from the platforms to a reception area where all their clothes and other possessions 

were seized. They were then herded naked into the gas chambers. Usually they were told these 

were showers or delousing chambers, and there were signs outside saying “baths” and “sauna.” 

They were sometimes given a small piece of soap and a towel so as to avoid panic, and were told 

to remember where they had put their belongings for the same reason. When they asked for 

water because they were thirsty after the long journey in the cattle trains, they were told to hurry 

up, because coffee was waiting for them in the camp, and it was getting cold. 

Johann Kremer, an SS doctor who oversaw the gassings, testified that: “Shouting and 

screaming of the victims could be heard through the opening and it was clear that they fought for 

their lives.” When they were removed, if the chamber had been very congested, as they often 

were, the victims were found half-squatting, their skin colored pink with red and green spots, 

some foaming at the mouth or bleeding from the ears. 

The gas was then pumped out, the bodies were removed (which would take up to four hours), 

gold fillings in their teeth were extracted with pliers by dentist prisoners, and women's hair was 

cut. The floor of the gas chamber was cleaned, and the walls whitewashed…” 
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