
 

PROBLEMS WITH THE MISSKELLEY WRESTLING ALIBI 
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Four witnesses said Tuesday that Jessie Lloyd Misskelley Jr. was in Dyess, Ark., the night three 

West Memphis boys were killed last year, but cross-examination by prosecutors raised doubts 

about their testimony. 

(snip) 

Four of Misskelley’s burly buddies testified Tuesday he was with them that night, wrestling in a 

converted theater in Dyess.  Two recalled that Misskelley banged his head in the ring and had to 

sit out that night. 

But under cross-examination by Second Judicial District Prosecuting Attorney Brent Davis and 

Deputy Prosecutor John N. Fogleman, their stories appeared to collapse as two were confronted 

with their earlier statements to police Dennis Carter Jr, 15, Misskelley’s neighbor at the Highland 

Trailer Park, said he and the others went to the wrestling ring about 7:15pm that night, driving in 

two cars. 

Under cross-examination, Davis asked him about a June 9 statement in which he made no 

mention of being with Misskelley that night, and a later statement in his own handwriting that 

cast doubt on Tuesday’s testimony. 

Davis handed him a copy of the June 22 statement and asked him to read it to the jury. 

“I went to Dyess one or two times but it was after the three little boys was (sic) murdered,” he 

read.  “I have never went (sic) with Jessie to Dyess.” 

Davis asked him to account for the difference in his version of events. “I wasn’t thinking,” he 

said. 

Testimony Tuesday was riddled with objections and conferences out of the jury’s earshot. 

Fred Revelle, another wrestler and former Highland Trailer Park resident now living in Stuttgart, 

Ark., also said he was wrestling with Misskelley on the night of May 5. 

Revelle acknowledged that he had gone to the police June 9 and told them that Misskelley was 

with him the night he’d signed a contract with the owner of the wrestling ring, and had the 

receipt to prove it. “I later found out that was false,” Revelle said, and later: “I might have 

jumped the gun.” 

Under questioning by Davis, Revelle was asked to look at the receipt for $300 he received from 

the ring owner.  “What date does that receipt show?” Davis asked. 



Revelle replied, “April 27” – eight days before the boys disappeared. 

The other two wrestlers, Roger Jones, 19, and Keith Johnson, 22, could not pin down for certain 

the May 5 date. “I think little Jessie was there,” Jones said. 

Johnson, who did not go to Dyess because he had to attend a Search and Rescue Unit meeting in 

Crittenden County, testified that, before Misskelley’s arrest, he had told Misskelley about the 

wounds the boys received including the fact that one had been sexually mutilated.  He said he got 

details from team members who’d participated in the search for the boys. 
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Fred Revelle stared coldly at the prosecuting attorney.  Revelle, a 240-pound aspiring pro 

wrestler known as “Rowdy Rebel Fred James,” maintains that on the night three West Memphis 

boys disappeared, accused murderer Jessie Lloyd Misskelley Jr was getting body slammed and 

tossed out of an amateur wrestling ring 50 miles away in Dyess, Ark. 

It’s not a theory – it’s the actual truth,” Revelle told jurors Tuesday. “I would put my life on it.” 

Revelle and three other friends testified they were practicing wrestling with Misskelley until late 

in the evening May 5 when 8-year-olds Christopher Byers, Steve Branch, and Michael Moore 

disappeared.  The boys’ bodies were found the next day submerged in water in a West Memphis 

woods. 

The prosecution worked hard to shoot holes in the wrestling alibi, noting that Revelle and the 

others failed to mention their night out wrestling when interviewed by police last year.  But each 

of the wrestling enthusiasts held fast to their account. 

Misskelley, whom prosecutors claim is involved in a shadowy cult, really is an ordinary kid, 

friends said.  Though small and wiry and somewhat slow mentally, Misskelley had ordinary 

pursuits, they said, like his love for professional wrestling. 

“He could take a lot of punishment,” Revelle, 20, said outside the courtroom after finishing his 

testimony.  “He was wounded after I put a few body slams on him” the night of the murders, 

Revelle said. “(But) everything we put out, he could absorb it and take it and get back up.  He’d 

shake it off.” 

Revelle told jurors Misskelley received “a big knot on the side of his head” that night. Outside 

the courtroom, Revelle said that happened after he tossed Misskelley through the ropes and 

someone else, trying to toss him back, errantly threw him into the hard side of the ring. 

“He was fun to be around,” Revelle said.  “I know about his IQ problem, but he fit in with us.  

We all took him in like a little brother.” 
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The defense also presented an additional witness who placed Miskelley in Dyess at a wrestling 

school the night the boys disappeared. 

Johnny Hamilton, 28, of Knoxville, Tenn, testified he wrestled until 11pm that night with 

Misskelley and several others.  Hamilton lived in Highland Trailer Park near Misskelley until six 

months ago. 

Deputy Prosecuting Attorney John Fogleman asked Hamilton why he never stepped forward 

after the murders.  Hamilton said he tried to contact police “three or four times” after hearing 

about the killings and Misskelley’s arrest.” “I then decided to give my own statement if called up 

in court.”  He said he received a subpoena Monday to testify in the case. 
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Another witness, Jennifer Roberts, 16, said she was Misskelley earlier in the day, then again at 

11pm, when he arrived home from wrestling.  David asked each alibi witness if he or she had an 

independent recollection of the date or had been coached with answers supplied by tohers.  

Roberts at first said she had not discussed her testimony then said, “I might have,” then I’m not 

for sure.” 

So while the alibi witnesses were shown to be shaky – if we are supposed to BELIEVE Jessie’s 

2/17/94 statement thins could not have happened as he claimed.  It’s simply impossible. 

Let’s assume Dennis Carter was just wrong about the time, and they left for wrestling at 8:30 

(the earliest possible time Jessie could have made it back from the Blue Beacon woods.) THEN 

we have to believe that not of them noticed him acting or smelling drunk. 

He participates in some drunken brutal murder of three children, heads off to go wrestling half an 

hour later and NO ONE notices anything?! 

http://westmemphisthreediscussion.yuku.com/topic/3534/Misskelleys-Post-Conviction-

Statement#.WMjbyfkrK00 

 

FROM REVELLE’S TESTIMONY AT JESSIE MISSKELLEY’S TRIAL FEB 1994 

DAVIS: And you’ve indicated that you previously gave a statement to police, right? 

REVELLE: Yes sir. 
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DAVIS: And in fact, you sought out the police to tell them that you knew for certain that Jessie 

Misskelley was with you on the fifth. Isn’t that right? 

REVELLE: Yes sir. 

DAVIS: Ok. And you told police, you told Mr. Stone, you told everybody on June ninth “The 

reason I remember it was the fifth is because that’s the night we paid $300 dollars” right? 

That’s what you told them? 

REVELLE: Yes sir, that’s what I’d said. 

DAVIS: Ok. I wanna show you a receipt. (HANDING) And does that receipt have your name at 

the top? 

REVELLE: (EXAMINING) Yes sir. 

DAVIS: Ok. You’re Fred Revelle, right? 

REVELLE: Yes sir. 

DAVIS: Ok, and does that receipt reflect that you paid Charles Stone $300 dollars? 

REVELLE: Yes sir. 

DAVIS: Ok, and what date does that receipt show? 

REVELLE: April 27th. 

 

 


