Hame: BYERS, Melissa Date: 04101796 Humber: ME-22R-96

OPTNION:

In consideration of the circumstances of death and after autopsy of
the body, 1t is our opinion that Melissa Byers, a 40-year-old white
female, died of yndetermined causes. She was found to be unresponsive in
her home in Cherckee ¥illage, Arkansas. Her spouse performed CPR unti)
rescue arrived. She was transported to Baptist Memorial Hospital -
Eastern Ozarks, where further resuscitative efforts were to no avall.
Investigation of past medical history revealed treatment for post

Eraumatic stress syndrome and depression after the murder of her child
(ME=331-93) .

At autopsy, no specific amatomical cause of death was found. The
heart was enlarged and an artery supplying blocd to the atrioventricular
node {(internal pacemaker) was narrowed. A single focus of 50%
atherosclerotic narrowing was present in  the right coromary artery.
There wat efilargement of Yhe iver and splesn with Fatty change 1 the
Hwer, as well as Ffindings of chronic cholecystitls caused by
gallstones. Secondary to resyscitative efforts, thers were fractures of
the anterior right ribs and hematoma formation in the soft tissues over
the heart. Two small scalp bruises were present as well as bruises of
the upper arms and left shoulder.

Toxlcological studies rovealed the presence of Tower than therapeutic
levels of valproic acid (an anti-seizure medicatton, also used to Ereat
poit traumatic stress syndrome) and Lithium (a medication used for manic
depression). Hydrocodone (a potent narcotic) was detected in the urine,
but none was detected in the blood or 1iver. Me tabolites of martjuana
were present in the urine. Chemistry studies revealed mild to moderately
increased glucose. Tests for heavy metals were negative.

In summary, no specific anatomic cause of death was found. Several
abnormalities were present that have been associated with sudden
unexpected death, including enlargement of the heart, narrowing of the
artery supplying bicod to the atrioventricular node tpacemaker) of the
heart, fatty liver and elevated glucose. MWhile these changes represent
Findings which can be associated with fatal physiclogical abnormalities,
they do not necessarily cause death. Hydrocodone is a potent narcotic
which 15 a dangerous drug even at therapeutic Tlevels but repeated
toxicological studies of blood and liver were negative. The prasanca of
this drug in the urine indicates recent use and it cannot be ruled out
that this drug did not play a contributory role In death with a delay
between a toxlc reaction and death allowing clearing of the drug into the
urine. The other drugs found in the bleod were at low or therapeutic
Tevels which have not been associated with sudden death.
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TYPE OF DEATH

h APPARENT HOMICIDE

TYPE HEAPON  CHECKED BELOH 'LIHDEH GUNS OR INSTRUMENTS YES OR MO
OTHER:

HAS HEAPON FOUND AT SCENET YES OR Hﬂ
POLICE SHOOTING? * YES OR MO w

iiil-l.****iiﬂ...il*i‘li.ll-iiiiil‘llllllitlljtﬂiiiiIiill!!l-lli-ttnij*n-ill

GUNS &/0R INSTRUMENTS

RIFLE/CALIBER_____ —HANDGUN/CALIBER e SHOTGUH S GAUG
. MUZZLELOADER/CALIBER OTHER — UNEHOHN
BLUNT SHARP DESPRIPTION

ﬂiiil------.l*“itlilll-.‘i.i.i-liﬁn*ﬁﬁiiiiiii-...liit.-l."-.ii-.-----pq"*

ADDITIONAL FACTS

INSIDE LOCATION: __ LIVING ROOM ___ DINING ROOM __ BATHROOM ,_V_"EEnnEw
— . GARAGE — KITCHEN —_ATTIC OTHER

POSITION OF BODY: _\~T BACK ___ STOMACH  OTHER

APPEARANCE: ____ FULLY CLOTHED CLOTHED PARTIALLY __ UNCLOTHED

LIVIDITY PRESENT: OR HO DECOMPOSED: YES OB,NO EMBALWED: YES. OR(RD)
VICTIM IS LEFT OR RTGHT HANDED? (CIRCLE ONE) u

*iiilliillIl!i*tttillltiiiiii-l.q.tt.ititti-l-n

TATTOOS: _iﬁ sungc.ﬂ.t SCARS: RIGOR PRESENT: YES OR

Bl oo e

APPARENT SUICIDE

POSSIBLE RESSONS OR SIGNS: ___ SUICIDE MOTE ___ DEPRESSION  _ FINANCIAL
___HEALTH ___DIVORCE  ___ PREVIOUS TALK __ CLEANING WEAPON ___ OTHER
DESCRIBE:

CHNER OF HEAPON: __ SELF __ FRIEND __ RELATIVE __ UNKHOWN

li--II.!H.iﬂi.*-l-i‘.ﬂ.ﬂliliiIIlllll.llittil*ﬂﬁi.tiiijﬂﬂi.lli---llnﬂ...lil-

HORE. RELATED DEATH

DEATH CUE ToO: FALL MACHINERY APFLIANCE TOOLS EQUIPMENT
—CAVE TH ___ ELECTROCUTION OTHER DESCRIBE:

HOW DID IHJURY OCCUR:

l..ii-iinniiililiitiini-ﬂ---tt.l-tiﬁwiiiii--i-nllll---lttnq.i.:t..ltlnln-i-l

: HANGING -
TYPE OF LIGATURE: ROPE WIRE __ SHEET ___ BELT _QOTHER
LIGATURE ATTACHMENTS: ___ SUPPORT BEAM HOOK, DOOR ____ CEILING
— NWAIL __TREE __._ OTHER DESCRIBE

HERE FEET LOCATED ON GROUND? YES OR NO OME OR BOTH

PORNOGRAPHIC MATERTIAL AT SCEME: YES NO UNKNOHWM ANY NOTES? YES ND UHHH*’.'II-IH
BODY CUT DOHN BY: DATE/TIME

PADDING BETHEEN LIGATURE AND MECK? YES MO UNENOWH
DESCRIBE LIGATURE - WHERE TIED - MEASUREMENTS -~ PHOTOS - DRAWING
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- Hame: BYERS, Melissa Date: 04/01/96 Mumber: ME-278-96

CENTRAL NERVIRS SYSTEM:

Upon exposure of the scalp a 1/4 inch superior left frontal parietal
galeal and subgaleal contusion was noted and a 172 inch right posterior
superior parietal ogaleal and subgaleal contusien was noted. Mo
associated edema or other hemorrhages were present. The calvarium and
base of the skull showed no fractures. The dura mater and falx cerebr!
werg intact. There was no epidural, subdural hemorrhage, or subarachnoid
hemorrhage present. The leptomeninges were thin, delicate, and clear.
The cerebral hemispheres were symmetric. The cranial nerves weore
intact. The Circle of Willis and related blood wessels were normal In
caliber and distribution. After fixation, sections through the cerebral
hemispheras, braln stem and cercbellum revealed no focal lesions or
herniation. The spimal cord was not examined.

HISTOLOGY :

Heart: MIld to moderate myocyte hypertrophic changes, focal areas of
contraction band necrosis. Mo fibrosis or chrenic Inflammation, most
vessels normal with areas of increased polymorphonuclear leucocytes
in small vessels and capillaries. A section of upper septum through
the atrioventricular node showed po inflammation or fibrosis of the
node.  There was moderate to severe hypertrophic thickening of the
nodal artery with a narrowed lumen. A section of coronmary artery
showed arteriosclerotic narrowing.

Lungs: Vascular congestion, desguamation of terminal bronchiolar and
alveolar epithelijum, Mume rous intra-alveciar pneumocytes.
Occasional course perivascular polarizable crystals, perivascular
anthracosts, postmortem bacterial overgrowth, no interstitial or
intra-alveolar acute or chronic inflammation, no reactive airway
changes; occasional lymphoid aggregates.

Kidneys: Mormal interstitial, glomerular, wascular ‘and tubular
architecture with autciytic changes. WMo glomerular thrombi, rare
sclerosed glomeruli.

Liver: Moderate macro and microvesicular steatosis, mild to moderate

periportal chronic inflammatlien, centrilobular wvascular congestion.
Spleen: Vascular congestion.

Adrenals: Vascular congestion, adequate 1ipidization.

Thyroid: Hormal follicular architecture.

Pancreas: Autolysis.

Braln and dura; Linear infiltrate of eosfnophils, mid-dura, no other
abnormalities. Normal Jleptomeninges with mno  active processes.
Mormal neuronal architecturs,
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©o Name: BYERS, Melissa Datz: 044017896 Mumber: ME-228-96

LABORATORY RESULTS

TOXICOLOGY :
Ethyl Alcohol: AM Blood- None detected
Dryg Séreens: 13.04ug/m) Valproic Acid- PM Blood (AM Blood- qﬁiia*;}h_‘*
Oplates- Mone detocted in AM Blood A,J e
-
AM Urine Pozitive for Hydromorphone and Cannabinoids
Tests performed by Mational Medical Services:
FM Blood Hydromorphone - none detected.
FH Livar Oplates - ncng detectad,
PH Liver Hydromorphene - nane detected.
SEROLOGY :
Blood Type: 4TS

Other Examinations:

Waginal Zmears/ swabs - Ho semen was found on the smear siides.
Oral Smears/ swabs - No semen was found on the smear s1ides.
Rectal SmearsS swabs = Wo semen was found on the smear slides.
Other - Ho semen was found om the submitted underwear.
CHEMISTRIES:

HBody Fluid Chemistries:

Vitreous Humor Glucose - 143 mg/d)

Witreous Humsr BUN = B mg/fdl

Vitreous Humor Creatinine = 1.0 mg/di

Chemistry Basic:
Vitrecus Humor Sodium = 122 meqfl
Yitreous Humor Potassium = 20.6 meql)
Vitreous Humor Chloride = 118 meqf]
Vitreous Humor C0Z2 = 4 meq/f]
Psychotropic Drugs I:
Vitreows Humer Lithium = 0.3 mmol/]

Heavy Metals: MNegative.
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