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Testimony of Antonella Negri 
 

The witness, informed of the nature of article 497 of the procedural penal code is sworn in. 

 

BIOGRAPHICAL DETAILS: Antonella Negri, I am one of the teachers of Amanda at the 

University for Foreigners, born January 30th, 1951 in Perugia. 

 

Public Prosecutor – Dr. Mignini 

 

QUESTION: How long have you been teaching at the University for Foreigners? 

 

ANSWER: For 30 years, since 1979. 

 

QUESTION: Was Amanda Knox a student of yours? 

 

ANSWER: Yes, exactly. 

 

QUESTION: Only her of all the people involved in this case, not Meredith for example? 

 

ANSWER: No, no, only Amanda. 

 

QUESTION: What did you teach to Amanda? 

 

ANSWER: Italian language, grammar. Then at the University there were also other courses like 

oral exercises, phonetics, Italian civilization. 

 

QUESTION: Listen, when did you have, when did you last see her before the 1st - 2nd 

November? 

 

ANSWER: The last time was the last day of classes of the week, of that week, I cannot 

remember exactly, maybe Wednesday or Thursday... when the event [murder] occurred? 

 

QUESTION: 1st - 2nd November? 

 

ANSWER: Yes, but was it Thursday? I can’t remember now... 

 

QUESTION: The 2nd was Friday. 

 

ANSWER: Amanda always attended lectures, so I would have seen her the last day of classes 

of the week, of that week. 

 

QUESTION: Was she in the company of anyone? 

 



ANSWER: In class? 

 

QUESTION: yes? 

 

ANSWER: No, she was always seated in the first row, always in the same place, no[body] in 

particular. 

 

QUESTION: Listen, do you remember of any assignment from Amanda, letter or document that 

she wrote? 

 

ANSWER: Yes, I delivered that letter she wrote Monday after the fact, the episode, she was in 

class, there was an essay programmed and she wrote one. 

 

QUESTION: What was the theme of this essay? 

 

ANSWER:  I delivered it to the Police with the agreement of the Dean, the theme were her 

emotions, it was a letter to her mother. I had given a theme, a letter, write a formal or informal 

letter to anyone you want. She wrote a letter to her mother in which she described her state of 

mind. 

 

QUESTION: Do you remember what it contained? 

 

ANSWER: I don’t remember now because I gave it away then, but she was worried, she was 

concerned, was confused, she hoped that… she still was, despite everything, she was fond of 

Perugia, but here, she was hoping that her mother would come to take her mind off things, to go 

shopping together. Now I just do not remember it all, because it's been over a year, a year and 

half. 

 

QUESTION: Do you have a copy of it? 

 

ANSWER: No, no, I gave it away. 

 

QUESTION: Listen, the following Monday, which would be 5th November, was that the last time 

you saw her before the arrest? 

 

ANSWER: Yes, exactly. 

 

QUESTION: Do you remember how she was? 

 

ANSWER: So she was always on time, a really good student, diligent, participative. So then, 

also that day she was punctual. When I arrived in class I made a brief reference to the dramatic 

episode that happened, but nothing more, because I didn’t knew much, I had not followed the 

newscasts in the weekend because I was away from Perugia. So then I only knew vaguely what 

happened. To my remark, I saw that she had a reaction of discomfort, let’s say... she lowered 



her head, she leaned on the desk with her arms and head. I did not understand the reason for 

this reaction. A fellow student beside me explained that she was the roommate of the poor dead 

girl. 

 

QUESTION: She lowered her head? 

 

ANSWER: Yes, she lowered herself on the desk with arms in a circle and head down. Naturally 

I had not understood... 

 

QUESTION: You had made a brief reference to the episode? 

 

ANSWER: Me? 

 

DEFENSE: Your Honor, if I may interject, but the circumstances on which has been requested 

the testimony of the teacher is about Knox’s manuscript of the 5th November 2007. 

 

PUBLIC PROSECUTOR: About all of the circumstances of… 

 

DEFENSE: That’s not what’s written. Fine if we want to show the manuscript. Then the 

circumstances relative to the manuscript yes, but not about how she was or about her 

personality. 

 

PRESIDENT: Yes the manuscripts, circumstances, even comments to the manuscripts that 

could concern the defendant. So manuscripts… Please.  

 

QUESTION: What had you said about it? 

 

ANSWER: Well very briefly because I did not want to insist, I knew nothing more than that short 

news, that someone had died, there had been a murder near the University for Foreigners, I did 

not knew anything else, a student from Erasmus. I only said this. 

 

QUESTION: In that moment she had that reaction? 

 

ANSWER: Yes, of course. 

 

QUESTION: Was she in the company of someone? 

 

ANSWER: No, no, the person she shared a desk with was next to her. 

 

QUESTION: Do you remember how she was dressed? 

 

ANSWER: Yes, she was wearing a tracksuit, a blue tracksuit I think and she had also expressed 

her unease at not being able to change clothes because they had been sequestered. That's all. 

 



QUESTION: Listen, when she delivered this manuscript to you, did Amanda said anything? 

 

ANSWER: No. 

 

PUBLIC PROSECUTOR: No more questions. 

 

PRESIDENT: The witness was also called by Amanda Knox’s defense. Do the civil parties have 

any questions? 

 

CIVIL PARTY: None your Honor, thanks. 

 

Defense - Attorney Ghirga 

 

QUESTION:The 5th, the day of the manuscript, of the essay, is Monday Professor. You 

mentioned the day that classes ended, but you don’t remember the date. There was a break for 

the Day of the Dead, for the commemoration of the dead? Is this what you meant? 

 

ANSWER:  Yes, because there was the Day of the Dead, then the weekend, Saturday, Sunday. 

So I do not remember... 

 

QUESTION: You don’t remember… 

 

PRESIDENT: It was Thursday, November 1st. 

 

ANSWER: Thursday was November 1st, then perhaps the classes ended on Wednesday. 

 

QUESTION: But can we say that you remember that, can you confirm it, that there was a break 

until Monday? 

 

ANSWER: Yes absolutely. That is, the lessons were over, now I do not remember, but since 

she was always present, she would have come until the last day. So perhaps lessons finished 

on Wednesday, if the 1st November, Thursday, was a holiday. 

 

QUESTION: I wanted to know only this, that there was a break for the day of the dead? 

 

ANSWER: Absolutely, yes. 

 

DEFENSE - Att. Ghirga: Listen Mr. President, this manuscript, does the Court have it? I don’t 

believe so. We will produce it ourselves, we ask for its acquisition. 

 

PRESIDENT: If necessary it can be acquired. 

 

QUESTION: I want to ask you, professor Negri, if you remember what Amanda wrote about 

Perugia, or what her thoughts were in this essay? Anyway we have it here. 



  

ANSWER: Right well now I do not remember everything, I do not remember everything she 

wrote, however she loved Perugia, she said… 

 

PRESIDENT: Do you recognize these as the essays of Amanda Knox, these, do you recognise 

them? 

 

ANSWER: Yes, yes, that’s what she wrote in the classroom. Says: "Perugia is really a beautiful 

city, I want to show - speaking to her mother - Perugia is truly a beautiful city and I want to show 

you all I know about Perugia. And despite my situation now, I want to stay in Perugia. I know 

you want me to return to the United States, but I’m not finished here. I'm not afraid of anything 

…” 

 

PRESIDENT: Nevermind, however, is this the essay? 

 

ANSWER: Yes. 

 

PRESIDENT: Is there a request for its acquisition? 

 

DEFENSE - Att. Ghirga: Yes. 

 

PRESIDENT: Of both? 

 

DEFENSE - Att. Ghirga: Yes. 

 

PRESIDENT: Are there any more questions for the witness? 

 

DEFENSE - Att. Ghirga: From us, no. In fact your Honor the document is only one, but there is a 

notebook version that looks like a draft, then there is a better written version, so it's only one 

essay, it seems to me. 

 

PRESIDENT: Always the one from Monday, November 5th. The parties know about it. If there 

are no other questions for the witness, we can dismiss her. 

 

The handwritten documents of the essays referred to by the witness are hereby acquired, 

produced by the defense of Amanda Knox. 

 


