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CONTRADICTION 1: When Dr Payne first mentioned this visit, he said it took place at 

5.00pm. Later he changed this to 6.30pm. 

CONTRADICTION 2: Dr Payne first of all said that both Gerry and Kate McCann were there 

when he visited the apartment. Later he changed this to saying it was just Kate.  

CONTRADICTION 3: Although Dr Payne and Kate McCann both claim that Payne visited the 

McCanns' apartment some time between 6.30pm and 7.00pm on 3rd May, Dr Payne's wife Fiona 

makes no mention of this in either of her two statements to the police, even though she claims 

she was watching her husband play tennis throughout this time. 

CONTRADICTIONS 4 to 9: Why did this alleged visit take place? On various occasions, at 

least six different reasons have been given: 

(1) just ‘for a visit’ 

(2) to help take Kate and the children down to the recreation area 

(3) to ‘check on Kate’ (see if she was all right) 

(4) because Kate ‘might need help in looking after all three children’ 

(5) 'To see if it was OK for Gerry to carry on playing tennis, and 

(6) simply because Dr Payne ‘offered to go and see Kate’. 

CONTRADICTION 10: Dr Payne says he walked in through the patio door without knocking. 

Kate McCann said she was in the shower and heard knocking. 

CONTRADICTION 11: Dr Payne says Kate McCann was fully dressed. Kate McCann says she 

hurriedly put a towel around her and went to the door. 

CONTRADICTION 12: Dr Payne says he walked in though the patio door. Kate McCann said 

he never entered, saying: 'he remained at the balcony door’. 

CONTRADICTION 13: Dr Payne says we was in the apartment for at least ‘3 to 5 minutes'. 

Kate McCann says he remained on the balcony and she sent him away after no more than '30 

seconds'. 

CONTRADICTION 14: Dr Payne says he saw all three children. Kate doesn’t mention this. 
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CONTRADICTION 15: A newspaper story based on information supplied by ‘a source close to 

the McCanns’ claimed that Dr Payne ‘saw Kate putting the children to bed’. Neither Dr Payne 

nor Kate McCann mention this. 

CONTRADICTION 16: In early statements, the McCanns said they took their children up to 

their apartment at 5.40pm, staying there until leaving for dinner at 8.30pm. But Dr Payne and 

Kate McCann say that Gerry McCann was not there at 6.30pm. 

CONTRADICTION 17: Later, Gerry McCann changed his statement to say he was at the tennis 

courts at 6.30pm. 

CONTRADICTION 18: The McCanns initially said that they had decided, as they went up to 

their apartment, that the children were too tired to stay and watch the tennis, so they would put 

them to bed, as they had had an exhausting day. Later the story was changed to say that they had 

decided no such thing and that Dr Payne had gone up to see if Kate McCann was going to bring 

the children down to watch the tennis match. 

CONTRADICTION 19: Gerry McCann initially said that Dr Payne went up to see Kate 

McCann at about 6.30pm, and that he came back half-an-hour later at 7.00pm. Dr Payne said he 

only returned to the tennis court once, but Gerry McCann later changed his statement to say that 

Dr Payne had returned twice, once after seeing Kate, and then again after (allegedly) changing 

for tennis.   

CONTRADICTION 20: In a report by David James Smith in The Times on 16 December 2007, 

said to be the ‘fullest account yet’ of what happened on the day Madeleine disappeared, Smith 

said that Gerry McCann at 4.30pm was ‘too injured with an Achilles tendon injury at 4.30pm to 

carry on playing tennis’. Yet later he claimed he was playing tennis again in a ‘social tennis’ 

competition from 6.00pm to 7.00pm. 
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