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Gonçalo Amaral, the former coordinator of the Judiciary Police who investigated the 

disappearance of Madeleine McCann in May 2007, in the Algarve, is very clear: "With the 

failure of all the investigations and the millions spent, which only wanted to discredit our line of 

investigation [that Maddie died accidentally and the parents concealed the body], it is now time 

to refocus the investigation." 

 

Gonçalo Amaral said yesterday to CM that it should now be done in Portugal "the reconstruction 

that was never carried out and the laboratorial analysis of evidence which was never truly 

analysed, such as the hairs in the boot of the car where Madeleine's bodily fluids were found". 

 

The retired investigator also stated that it is necessary to follow leads like the "incineration of 

Madeleine's body inside a coffin of a British subject" and to access the medical records of the 

girl in the UK, which has never been allowed. 

 

in Correio da Manhã, April 24, 2016 

 

Short transcript on this topic from CM Special: "Maddie, the Mystery" 

 

Anchor João Ferreira - I would like for you to tell us in detail your explanation for the 

disappearance of the body, you have a thesis.. 

 

Gonçalo Amaral - No, I don't have one. 

 

Anchor - ... in this book... 

 

Gonçalo Amaral - No, in that book there isn't anything concerning what we just saw me saying 

on the news piece that was shown. Because these are elements, these are information that 

appeared afterwards and were never investigated. It's just an hypothesis, and when considering 

that hypothesis... 

 

Anchor - An hypothesis that Madeleine's body could have been hidden, could have been 

incinerated, right? 

 

Gonçalo Amaral - There's an information here, in the police, that mentions that. That in a night, 

http://www.cmjornal.xl.pt/nacional/portugal/detalhe/20160424_0930_investiguem_a_tese_de_corpo_incinerado.html


three figures were seen carrying a bag, entering the church...  

 

Anchor - In the Praia da Luz church. 

 

Gonçalo Amaral - In that church was a coffin of a woman, a woman from the United Kingdom... 

 

Anchor - Of a British woman. 

 

Gonçalo Amaral - ... and in the following day that coffin was transferred to Ferreira do Alentejo 

to be incinerated. But no one is saying that the parents did that, or saying who did that. It's 

something that someone who is on the field investigating has to ascertain, must investigate 

thoroughly.  

 

Anchor - But you concede that hypothesis, that possibility of Madeleine's cadaver being taken to 

the church, and then incinerated is a plausible hypothesis... 

 

Gonçalo Amaral - We're practically starting by the end, first is the disappearance, if you allow 

me to explain, to explain to the viewers... [overlapping speech] 

 

Anchor - I'll allow you, but just so not to lose this train of thought, is this hypothesis plausible for 

you? 

 

Gonçalo Amaral - It is plausible, and I say plausible in this sense, that that body would fit 

underneath the cadaver that was already there. 

 

Anchor - And it would fit? 

 

Gonçalo Amaral - It would, yes. At the time, when I was already out of the Judiciary Police I 

obtained the opinion of people that dealt with that, of funeral agencies, and they said that it was a 

possibility. It's an opinion that is not officialized but it's a possibility. If it happened like that or 

not, we don't know, there are several hypotheses to make a body disappear. 

 

Source:  https://joana-morais.blogspot.co.za/2016/04/investigate-incinerated-body-thesis.html 
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